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What's Hapgening In My
Region?

Region 1’s Youth Specialist position was vacated in June but should be filled by the time

1 you are reading this newsletter! The Youth Leadership Councils will continue in Amarillo and

5 Lubbock, so look for more information on upcoming meetings. If you do not receive notice

of these and are interested in attending, please contact the PAL staff. Your participation is
important and we want to hear from you! Traci Baker, PAL Staff 806-354-6263

Region 2’s youth have had a very busy summer with Life Skills Training, conferences and the Aging

out Seminars. We continue to be very busy as we prepare for the next set of Aging Out Seminars f
and college tours. | want to wish you all good luck as you gear up for your next school year.
Courtney Valdez, PAL Staff 940-235-1938

For Region 3 the next Aging Out Seminar will be in Collin County on August 24th. For more
3 information call Katherine Stewart at 940-566-4076. Soon there will be a new Youth Specialist and

facilitator for the youth group, C4t2, in Region 3. Stay tuned for more details. Rebecca L. Daniel, PAL
Supervisor 817-255-2311

Region 4 focused on advocacy this past spring and successfully learned, practiced and understood advocacy better as a group. We are now k

shifting our focus towards community activities and engagement, with several meetings planned. We will be giving back to communities, learning
about opportunities in our communities, and considering what impact being in foster care has on us as a community member wanting to be involved.

We would like you to join us in learning more about what opportunities are in our communities, so please contact the Youth Specialist for more
information about the next event! Jennifer Mace, Youth Specialist 903-533-4110

We just had the Regional Teen Conference here in Region 5 and it was a great success! The young adults heard real stories about the impact of
drinking and driving from MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) and the victims of the incidents. They toured the amazing campus of Lamar University,
and enjoyed activities that stemmed from the “Minute to Win It” game show. Every youth left the conference with an independent living door prize.
We also had youth participate in the Texas Teen Conference at Texas Women'’s University in Denton, TX. The young adults and sponsors enjoyed great
entertainment throughout the entire stay, as well as inspirational workshops and fishbowl sessions. The trip to Six Flags made the conference even
more fun, exciting, and daring! Can’t wait until next year! Shaneka Guidry, Youth Specialist 409-951-3368

Summer fun in the sun! Region 6 brings that phrase to life as we rolled out H.A.Y. (Houston Alumni and Youth) day at our transition center. H.A.Y. day
included various fun activities with a dj on deck and plenty of good bbq. This was by far the greatest alumni event we have ever seen, with
approximately 120 people in the house! | have to hand it to Lasharon Hallman, Charles Lewis, and Mary Green for being the brains behind this
operation, along with the helping hands of staff members. It was absolutely great to have such a huge presence of young adults all together,

fraternizing with one another and simply having a great time. Until next time, stay cool and enjoy your summer to the fullest! Gaby Valladares, Youth
Specialist 713-884-3300

Summer has been full of trips and activities in Region 7! We wrapped up our series of Aging Out Seminars for younger youth all across our region.
Youth also attended the Texas Teen Conference at Texas Women'’s University in Denton and our Texas State College Conference held in San Marcos,
TX. Look out for our new calendar with this coming year’s events! Meagan LelLeux, PAL Staff 512-834-3813

Let’s hear it for Region 8. Three of our young adults, Stacy Espinoza, Aaliyah Butler, and Hannah Gutierrez, were selected to do an internship for the
summer with Senator Lloyd Dogett. The YAIA (Youth Alumni Initiating Advocacy) has collaborated with YTIA (Youth Transitioning into Adulthood) and
is continuing a 4 month project with Habitat for Humanity. We are helping our community one family
at a time. Our Aging Out Seminar is in full effect and will be taking place on July 31st.

Jennifer Elizalde, Youth Specialist 210- 216-1135

School is around the corner and Region 9 is ready!! PAL Life skills Classes are done for this year and
the Aging Out Seminars will begin. Region 9 will be having one in September and it is really
important for those of you who get an invitation to attend. Also we will be having a regional YLC
meeting on August 9th before school starts and there will be a presentation for you about Foster
Care Redesign!! We are super exited! Call Daniela Ontiveroz, Youth Specialist, if you have any
questions 432-260-8719.
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Region 10’s Youth Advisory Board (YAB) members voted that the summer community project will
take place at an animal shelter! We’ve been working on developing a program and skit for our annual
CARE conference this fall, which will aim to educate foster parents and professionals on topics of
permanency, stability, gangs, and children’s rights. Come out and be a part of this growing revolution

towards getting involved in your community, and having your voices heard. April McWilliams, Youth
Specialist 915-521-3815

The Teens Advocating for Change Organization (TACO) is having an exciting Summer! 10 Youth and

5 Staff from the Corpus Christi Area took a trip to Six Flags, Fiesta Texas on Tuesday, July 16th. The trip
was funded partially from Region 11 YLC Fundraising and a generous donation from the Foster Angels
of South Texas. Also, 58 Region 11 Youth attended the UTPA College Conference in Edinburg, Texas
on Wednesday, July 24th. In August, the TACO Group from Laredo will also be going to Six Flags, W /4 Region 11¥LC
Fiesta Texas and the Valley Group will be heading to Schlitterbahn at South Padre Island. The
Placement Disruption Meetings which are being implemented in Region 11 have been helpful to
everyone involved, whether the placement is salvaged, or not. These meetings give the CPS staff, CPA staff, foster parents, and children and youth
in care the opportunity to come together to create positive solutions. Kassandra Villarreal, Youth Specialist 361-878-7571
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My PALs

Emanuel

Do You Want Memteya Momfea T
a Pen Pal?

Fane

Do you like to create, draw, sclupt, or
paint?

Send us your creations (or pictures) to be el
published in the newsletter. = -._:&h

Dont forget your name! ‘-q;__:;.__
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Follow Us on Twitter @tnoys

Remember to “Like” us on Facebook

Texas Network of Youth Services
https://www.facebook.com/TNOYS1

Texas Youth Connection

Check out the Texas Youth Connection Facebook page.
It is located at the web address:
www.facebook.com/TexasYouthConnection

This Facebook page provides current resources, benefits and other information such
as National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD) updates that are important to
transitioning youth. The page will allow the Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services (DFPS) to connect with YOU!!

News For U5

“Do you hear that? It's my future speaking volumes!”
was the theme for the annual Texas Teen Conference.
This three-day event was held from July 8th-10th at
Texas Women's University, located in Denton, Texas.
There were over 215 youth and adult sponsors in
attendance.

The first day featured a booth fair, where
organizations from all across the state showcased their
programs and services. After the booth fair, youth
went on to hear inspiring words from a successful
alumnus of foster care, Derek Clark. After listening

to Mr. Clark’s story and hearing his impressive—and
unexpected—hip-hop performance, youth finished the
evening with a poolside pizza party.

The first-half of the second day focused on education.
Youth participated in several workshops to enhance
their knowledge and skills on living a healthy,
successful, life. Workshops featured information on
advocacy, poetry, relationships, drug abuse, and
money management—just to name a few.
Additionally, youth and CPS staff held a fishbowl
discussion where they had the opportunity to ask each
other questions and thoroughly discuss their answers.

The second-half of day two involved a chartered bus
ride to Six Flags over Texas in Arlington, Texas.
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Youth spent nearly all of the afternoon, and most
of the evening, riding on roller coasters, playing
carnival games, and enjoying the other features the
amusement park had to offer.

The final day of the conference began with the lead-
ers of The Department of Family and Protective
Services addressing the youth in the audience. Com-
missioner John Specia and Assistant Commissioner
Audrey Deckinga both took to the stage to address
thesummaries of the fishbowl discussions, answer
questions from youth, and share their vision on how
foster care will be improved with the input provided
by them. Once this discussion concluded, youth got
to experience an invigorating musical performance
by foster care alumni, Diego Fuller. Mr. Fuller shared
his talent and gave insight on finding inspiration and
support; he encouraged youth to find a force that
motivates them and keeps them on the right path.
After the performance, youth enjoyed a catered
banquet and listened to music, viewed pictures
taken of the event, and socialized with the new
friends they had made throughout the conference.

Texas Teen Conference 2013 was a tremendous
success!
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