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Overview

1. Who is Texas Appleseed?

2. What is the Homeless Youth Handbook and how is 
it different?

3. Small Group Discussion:  Questions you anticipate 
homeless youth will want answered

4. Current and Future Thoughts: Systemic barriers for 
homeless youth and providers



Texas Appleseed

� Public interest justice center
� Non-profit and non-partisan
� Economic and social justice for all Texans
� Board of Directors comprised of distinguished legal 

practitioners
� Variety of project areas
� Continue to explore and develop new project areas 
� Work with pro bono partners, collaborators, and 

volunteers 



Homeless Youth Handbook

� Initiated by Baker & McKenzie
� Modeled after inaugural edition from Washington
� Launched with providers, youth, legal community, 

legislative and civic leaders, and a host of 
organizations that serve homeless youth

� 1,100 hours worked by almost 90 volunteers
� Launched in three states, with three fortune 500 

companies
� More to come, including Texas – Early 2016



Homeless Youth Handbook

www.homelessyouth.org



Homeless Youth Handbook

� Written by lawyers who have completed legal research
� Written on the level of 13-15 year old
� Written to give definitive answers
� Glossary included
� Searchable: topic, question, answer, and glossary term
� Links to external resources and providers included
� Website is fully updatable
� Potential App incoming
� Printed versions will be available
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Small Group Discussion

� What questions have you received from homeless 
youth that you would like answers for in this 
resource?

� What questions do you think homeless youth will 
have that you believe we may not have thought of?



Current & Future Thoughts

What are potential barriers for homeless 
youth and their providers that should or 
could be addressed by specific policy or 

systemic changes?



Contact Information

Gabriella C. McDonald
Pro Bono & New Projects Director
Texas Appleseed
1609 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 201
Austin, TX 78701

Phone: 512-473-2800 ext. 109
Fax: 512-473-2813

gmcdonald@texasappleseed.net
www.texasappleseed.org



THANK YOU!


