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Background:

Texas has nearly 500,000 youth and young adults (YYA) who are not in school and do not have full-
time jobs: higher than the national average of YYA who are not in school nor working.* To be able to

successfully transition to adulthood, YYA need the education and skills necessary to obtain jobs that
can support them and their families.

In 2024 Congress renewed the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (wi0oA). The renewall
replaced the term “out-of-school youth” with “opportunity youth™ and did not define “opportunity
youth.” Opportunity Youth (oY) is a term used to generally describe young people ages 16 -26 who
are not in school and are unemployed. States must codify their own definition of OY to fully leverage
resources from the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.

Furthermore, young people face even more barriers to entering the workforce or higher education.
The estimated rate of college students experiencing homelessness in Texas is higher than the
national average, and the rising cost of child care creates obstacles for parenting young people to
maintain jobs or go to school.

Snapshot: Young Adult Workforce in Texas
e Texas has about 500,000 youth and young adults that are not in school and do not have full

time jobs. That's 2.3% higher than the national c:verage.1
Approximately 43% of rural K-12 students are considered low income. Texas has the most
rural students in the country. *
Roughly 11% of undergraduate students in Texas have experienced homelessness within the
past year. That's higher than the national average of 8%.°
The average annual infant care cost for an infant in Texas is $9,324. That's 7.8% more than
the average cost for tuition at a Texas four-year public university.*
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The mission of Texas Network of Youth Services (TNOYS) is to strengthen services and support for Texas youth and
families to help them overcome challenges and achieve healthy development.
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In 2024, TNOYS hosted listening sessions across Texas with YYA who have lived experiences of
foster care, juvenile justice, opportunity youth, homelessness or are at risk of these experiences, as
well as the professionals that work with them. When asked what could have been done to better
support them, a common response from participants was a desire for workforce opportunities that
specifically serve youth and young adults. We frequently heard that WIOA funding can be difficult
to access and these resources are unavailable to service providers in Texas, especially in rural
areas. Finally, we heard that there are deep barriers to youth and young adults going into the
workforce, especially in rural Texas.

TNOYS Recommendation:

o Define “opportunity youth” in statute to help support youth and young
adults aged 16-26 who are disconnected from school and work, helping
them achieve long-term, gainful employment.

e Provide for a liaison on college campuses to connect students
experiencing homelessness to resources and housing.

e Increase childcare scholarships to enable pregnant and parenting YYA to
access jobs and education.
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