STRENGTHENING TEXAS'
TEXAS NETWORK OF COMMITMENT TO YOUTH
YOUTH SERVICES WHO ARE HOMELESS

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) reports that there are more than 111,000 homeless children and
youth in the 1,031 school districts across the state. Approximately 15% of this population experience
homelessness without a parent or guardian.” Despite the large number of young Texans who
experience homelessness and its risk factors, there is no single state agency responsible for
strategically addressing youth homelessness.

The Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) is the lead agency responsible for
awarding and coordinating programs and funding that increase the capacity of affordable housing.
Currently in the Texas Government Code, there is a list of “special needs” populations that must fall
under the charge of the department. This list includes, but is not limited to, individuals with substance
use disorders, elderly persons and persons with disabilities. Youth and young adults experiencing
homelessness are unfortunately left off the list. This hinders collaborative work across the state and
deprives policymakers and other interested stakeholders of critical guidance they could use to prevent
vulnerable young people from growing into chronically homeless adults.?

Of course, youth homelessness is a social issue that challenges many state agencies, including TEA,
TDHCA, the Department of Family and Protective Services, the Texas Juvenile Justice Department and
the Health and Human Services Commission. For this reason, it is also important to strengthen the
work of the Texas Interagency Council for the Homeless, a cross-systems advisory body for TDHCA, in
the area of youth homelessness. Texas Network of Youth Services (TNOYS) and other experts are
available to provide critical guidance and support, at no cost to the state, to tackle the challenge of
supporting Texas’ most vulnerable but resilient young people.

Recommendations:

Amend:

e Texas Government Code 2306.0721 to include homeless youth® in the list of populations for
which TDHCA must evaluate housing needs and determine population size.

e Texas Government Code 2306.905 to allow the Texas Interagency Council for the Homeless
and each of its represented agencies to seek program or policy assistance from an organization
that has a network of providers with expertise in youth homelessness.
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3 Homeless youth consists of two populations: minors who are not accompanied by a parent or guardian and those ages 18-25 experiencing
homelessness.
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